is proving to be particularly fruitful as the large lipoprotein molecules can now be identified visually.
The recent advances in molecular biology and lipid and proteinchemistry have introduced pathological concepts of numbing complexity. The editors have given appropriate prominence to the chemical pathology, yet have maintained a conscious awareness of the clinician's experience, facilities, and role. The clinical applications are preeminent, yet the underlying neurochemistry presents a satisfying intellectual challenge. Parts of the book are tiresome to read and difficult to understand because of the misuse of words. For example, on page 22 one reads; 'Chiefly it runs obliquely from the anteriorly downward and to the posteriorly upward, but occasionally takes the figure which turns back to descend.' The selection of cases appears to be rather unbalanced; thus in a large section on vascular diseases it is surprising to find no illustration of the frequently encountered collateral circulation via the maxillary and ophthalmic arteries. In the last section, the summaries of the clinical findings in the 117 cases illustrated do not contain sufficient morbid anatomical detail. There are 237 references. There are a number of small points on which critical comment is necessary and which in subsequent editions the author might consider altei ing. There is an implication on p.16 that unsteadiness, worse when the eyes are closed, must be due to a posterior column lesion. The difficult problem of explaining the action of extra-ocular muscles is dealt with not very clearly and the figure (Figure 12 ) illustrating movements, though correct, could be confusing and, unfortunately, it is repeated as Figure 24 later in the book.
The pathology of tabes is described as involving destruction of the posterior root ganglion 'nerve cell bodies'. Most authorities seem agreed that such loss of cells as may be present is not enough to account for the degeneration in the posterior columns. In the section on syringomyelia it is a pity that recent ideas on the aetiology were not included, particularly in view of the therapeutic possibilities. 
